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Prayer Requests

e Prayer for church revival
throughout our land

e Remember our servicemen
and women

e Pray for the leaders of our
nation

e Pray for our churches that
are searching for a pastor
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The Elephant in the Room

Let no man despise thy
youth; but be thou an
example of the believ-
ers, in word, in conver-
sation, in charity, in
spirit, in faith, in purity.
- (1 Timothy 4:12 KJV)

As | grow older and
witness my young chil-
dren growing older
(both processes which
seem to be speeding
up exponentially!), 1
find it more and more
impossible to ignore a
problem that every
parent and every
church is facing--the
noticeable lack of
young adults in many
of our congregations.

A lot of churches have
seen a resurgence of
school-age children
that are attending with
their parents, but what
happens in the late
teenage years and
early 20’s? The ques-
tion must be asked:
what is being ne-
glected by ministers
and members of the
body of Christ? What
are we not doing in our
churches and homes
that we should be do-
ing? This article is by
no means comprehen-
sive, but hopefully it
will stir up our
thoughts about this
important issue.

First, we must ques-
tion if we are teaching
the whole truth of
God’s word. Are we
equipping our young
people for the many
temptations and trou-
bles that can ensnare
them in adolescence
and early adulthood?
Oftentimes, we speak
about godly behavior
in generalities and
never delve into spe-
cific scenarios that con-
front our young people
in everyday life. This
includes the tempta-
tions of peer pressure,
the importance of

Contd. on page 2

Give Unto the Lord

Psalm 29:1 “Give
unto the LORD, O ye
mighty, give unto
the LORD glory and
strength.”

Considering the
‘gift of God”, which
“is eternal life

through Jesus
Christ our

Lord” (Romans
6:23), what can we
“Give unto the
LORD” “for all his
benefits toward
me” (Psalm

116:12)? This ex-
hortation seems spe-
cifically directed to-
ward the “mighty”;
that 1s, those in hu-
man positions of
leadership, power,
and authority.
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The Elephant in the Room Contd.

chastity and purity, the dangers
of alcohol or drugs, and the
flaws of worldly philosophies.
One of the great things about
scriptural truth is that it does
impact our behavior and equips
us to battle the myriad difficul-
ties that confront us in everyday
life. ALL of God’s children are
commanded to be examples of
Christ, even young adults.

We must also make sure that
our teenager/young adults are

offered a word of encourage-
ment or engaged me in a spiri-
tual conversation. They have
much to offer to the body of
Christ.

Our nature is to associate with
those that are similar in age,
personality and background. We
miss out on
many blessings
and fellowship
when we limit
our fellowship

One of the great things about
scriptural truth is that it does impact

our behavior and equips us to battle

the myriad difficulties that confront us

Again, clear communication and
expectations should be main-
tained when interacting with
our young adults. We have a
tendency to assume that teen-
agers and twenty-somethings
will not listen to counsel, so why
bother engaging them? We err
when we have this attitude.
God’s wisdom is
relevant to the old
and young alike. If
we fail to show in-
terest in their lives,

actively included in the fellow- thust. | en- in everyday life. and neg|ect to he|p
ship of believers. If they demon- courage you to them build a Bibli-
strate a genuine love for the step out of cal foundation, then they will

~ Lord, then they have spiritual — your ‘comfort zone” and actively — seek answers elsewhere. | con- |

gifts and talents that can benefit
the body of Christ. Singing, pray-
ing and teaching is not limited to
the older folk. | have personally
been greatly encouraged when

a younger church member has

engage the young people

around you, and all those who
demonstrate an interest in the
church of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Give Unto the Lord Contd.

Those in such positions often

To “worship the LORD in the

fess that | have been neglectful
in this avenue of discipleship.
Many have despised the youth.
God grant us mercy and
strengthen us to do a better job
in the future.

and earnestly pray for our

become exalted within them-
selves and neglect to humble
themselves before the
mighty God. Thus, the
“mighty” (as well as we) are
exhorted to “give unto the
LORD glory and strength”,
that is, “worship the LORD
in the beauty of holiness”
(Psalm 29:2).

beauty of holiness” 1s to
freely, openly, and joyfully
proclaim His “glory”; to wor-
ship Him in prayer, in song,
in preaching the Gospel, in
hearing the Gospel, and in
obeying the Gospel. Let us
daily “give unto the LORD
glory and strength”

leaders that they will also
“give unto the LORD glory
and strength’.

Your Brother In Christ,

J.C. Stanaland
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Food For Thought

Dear Ones,

Have you ever wondered how Joseph
felt after he was forced into slavery by
his brethren? Further, have you won-
dered how he must have felt later,
after he was wrongfully committed to
prison? Most of his freedoms were
taken away. He was subjected to the
will of others who cared nothing for his
God. Under those circumstances,
many would be tempted to say,
“What’s the use? Why should | care
anymore?” But that was not Joseph’s
attitude. Every indication we have
from scripture tells us that Joseph con-
tinued to do good and he made the
best of his lot in life, looking to God to
be his helper, his supply, and his pay-
master.

In Genesis 39:2-3 we read, “And the

LORD was with Joseph, and he was a

prosperous man; and he was in the
house of his master the EgyptiarAnd
his master saw that the LORD was

with him, and that the LORD made all

that he did to prosper in his

hand® doseph’s attitude made a tre-
mendous difference. He accepted his
lot, he diligently did whatever he was
called upon to do, and he trusted that

Noahos

1. What was the ark made out of?

Ar k

the Lord would take care of him. And,
the Lord blessed Joseph

greatly. Although he was enslaved,
God blessed him. Even though he was
mistreated, God blessed him. Even
though he was wrongfully imprisoned,
God was with him and God blessed
him. And so, even though Joseph was
forced into service to heathens, those
heathens were under the control of
Joseph’s God. This is the consolation
Joseph had. He knew that even
though he was in difficult circum-
stances, God could over-rule and bless
him in any way He pleased. So, while
there were many things Joseph could
not control, he could control

his attitude and he could steadfastly
trust in the one who ultimately “giveth
us richly all things to enjo® &ee

1 Timothy 6:17) Accordingly, David
wrote in Psalms 37:3, “Trust in the
LORDand do good so shalt thou

dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt

be fedd hen later in that psalm,

verse 25 says, “I have been young, and

now am old; yet have | not seen the

righteous forsaken, nor his seed beg-

ging breadb ¢

Friends, no matter what we have to

Qui z

face from our government which is
becoming increasingly more intrusive
into matters that we have been accus-
tomed to deciding for ourselves, they
are still subject to our God. As sweep-
ing changes in our nation’s healthcare
system have just been enacted, may
we continue to look to the Lord each
day, just as Joseph had to do. May we
pray for grace to have the kind of atti-
tude that will please Him. And, may
we trust Him for our bread and con-
tinue to seek His counsel in every deci-
sion in life. Joseph did, and he was
blessed. We can, too, and we can be
blessed as well. So, may God bless
each of us to commit to a godly atti-
tude this week with loving trust in Him
in all we undertake to do. While a bat-
tle may have been lost for now, thanks
be unto God, the outcome of the war
is still our glorious victory in Jesus! (see
1% Corinthians 15:57)

In the love of Christ,

Elder Clayton Nowell

Piney Grove PB Church
Headland, AL.

2. Who was Noah’s father?

3. How old was Noah when the floods came?

4. How many people were saved on the ark?

5. On which mountains did the ark come to rest?

6. Who closed the ark door?

7. How many days and nights did it rain?

8. What did the dove bring back to Noah?

9. How many times did Noah send out the dove?

10. What was the first thing that Noah built when he came out of the ark?
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Fort Wayne Primitive Baptist Church

2010 SemiAnnual Meeting

April 17-18 2010
Services will be held Saturday morning @ 10:30 with lunch

and afternoon services following. Worship will continue Sun-

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ the same
yesterday, and to day, and for ever.

Wedre on

www.ftwaynepbc.org

day morning at 10:30. Elder Ben Winslett from Huntsville, AL
is the invited minister. We invite you to come and worship

with us!
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Tune in to the Banner of Grace Online Broadcast every Sunday evening from
6:00 to 6:30. You can listen via Internet or telephone at:

www.blogtalkradio.com/pastormichael

(347) 989-0752



